GENERAL AND SPECIAL ABILITIES

efiect ought to go on increasing up to the time when they
left the home. Galton followed up cases of great mental
similarity between twins, and also great dissimilarity,
which not infrequently occurs. If home identity were the
cause of the similarity, one would expect twins brought up
in different homes frequently to show dissimilar mentalities
But in fact, in Galton's data, twins brought up in the one
home were as often dissimilar as were those brought up in
different homes (having been separated at or near birth).
Their similarity or dissimilarity appeared to be independent
of the environment.

Mental correlations between twins are of the order of
magnitude of 0*7, thus exceeding in size mental correlations
between ordinary siblings, which are of the order of magni-
tude of 0*5. In their turn, however, these latter correla-
tions exceed correlations between pairs of individuals of
different parentage, who, indeed, show no correlation if
care is taken to make the selection really random, and to
avoid certain technical sources of spurious correlation.

Again, we are faced with the question whether this
mental correlation of siblings is due to their sharing the
same home advantages or disadvantages, or to their inheri-
tance from a common ancestry Researches are conflicting
in their testimony, but when care has been taken to make
allowance for various subtle mathematical troubles which
tend to camouflage the true facts, they seem to me to
speak more decidedly in favour of the importance of
heredity than environment. The need for independent
repetition of the more important experiments is great. If
such repetition were to confirm the following results obtained
by Dr. Kate Gordon,1 the prepotence of heredity would
seem to me to be fully established

Dr Gordon tested the intelligence of over 200 pairs of
siblings, all 400 of whom had lived for ten years and more,
not in their separate homes, but in three orphanages in

1 See Elderton, Bzametrika, 1923.    And see also footnote, p 217

211